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SSEECCTTII OONN  11  --  PPRROODDUUCCTT  AANNDD  CCOOMM PPAANNYY  II DDEENNTTII FFII CCAATTII OONN  
 

Trade Name: T�A�P® PEST CONTROL INSULATION 
Chemical Name: Boric Acid (Orthoboric Acid) – 12.5% 
General Use: Building Insulation with Pesticidal Properties 
Product Description: Recycled Newspaper Treated With 12.5% Boric Acid 
CAS Registry Number: 10043-35-3 EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER : 
TSCA Inventory Number: Not Established Pest Control Insulation Systems - 866-284-7247 
EPA Pesticide Reg. No.: 72787-1-83896   

 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  22  --  HHAAZZAARRDD  II DDEENNTTII FFII CCAATTII OONN  
  

EMERGENCY OVERVIEW: 
TAP® PEST CONTROL INSULATION is a gray product with the appearance of milled paper with a slight damp paper odor, if any, which 
is treated with boric acid for flame and insect control. The product is not flammable, combustible, or explosive, and it presents no unusual 
hazard if involved in a fire.   
POTENTIAL ECOLOGICAL EFFECTS: 
Large amounts of TAP® PEST CONTROL INSULATION can be harmful to boron-sensitive plants and other ecological systems. 
POTENTIAL HEALTH EFFECTS: 

1) Routes of Exposure: Inhalation is the most significant route of exposure in occupational and other settings. 
2) Inhalation:  Dust inhalation may cause irritation in nose or throat. 
3) Eye Contact: Dust may cause eye irritation upon eye contact. 
4) Skin Contact: Does not normally itch or irritate skin. 
5) Ingestion: Ingestion of large quantities will cause gastrointestinal irritation. 
6) Cancer: Not considered a carcinogen. 
7) Reproductive: Long-term, high dose animal ingestion studies of boric acid have demonstrated reproductive effects in male 

animals. A human study of occupational exposure to borate dust showed no adverse effect to reproduction. 
8) Developmental: Multiple high dose animal ingestion studies of boric acid have demonstrated developmental effects in fetuses of 

pregnant animals, including fetal weight loss. 
9) Target Organs: No target organ has been identified in humans. Multiple high dose animal ingestion studies of boric acid indicate 

the testes are the target organs in male animals. 

10) Signs and Symptoms of Exposure: Symptoms of accidental over-exposure to borate products have been associated with ingestion 
or by absorption through large areas of damaged skin. Exposure via either route, given a sufficient dose, might result in signs and 
symptoms such as central nervous system effects, kidney effects, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea, with delayed effects of skin 
redness and peeling (via the dermal route). 

 
 

 SSEECCTT II OONN  33  --   FFII RRSSTT   AA II DD  MM EEAASSUURREESS  
  

Inhalation:  Prolonged exposure to dust levels in excess of regulatory limits should always be avoided.  If irritation occurs, drink several 
cups of water and rinse dust from nose and mouth.  If irritation persists, seek medical attention 
Eye Contact: Hold eye open and rinse slowly and gently with water for 15-20 minutes.  Remove contact lenses, if present, after 5 minutes, 
then continue rinsing.  Call a poison control center or doctor for treatment advice. 
Skin Contact: Rinse skin immediately with plenty of water for 15-20 minutes.  Take off any contaminated clothing.  Call a poison control 
center or doctor for treatment advice. 
Ingestion: If ingested, rinse mouth and drink large amounts of water.  If symptoms continue seek medical attention. 
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NOTE TO PHYSICIANS: For ingestion of large amounts, maintain adequate kidney function and force fluids. Gastric lavage is 
recommended for symptomatic patients only. Hemodialysis should be reserved for massive acute ingestion or patients with renal failure. 
Boron analyses of urine or blood are only useful for documenting exposure and should not be used to evaluate severity of poisoning or to 
guide treatment. 
 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  44  --  FFII RREE  FFII GGHHTTII NNGG  MM EEAASSUURREESS  
  

General Hazard: TAP® PEST CONTROL INSULATION is not flammable, combustible or explosive.. 
Extinguishing Media: Any fire extinguishing media may be used on nearby fires. 
Flammability:  Material contains fire retardant and has a critical radiant flux greater than or equal to .12 w/cm2 and smoldering combustion 
less than or equal to 15%, per ASTM C-739.  Full protective clothing and self-contained breathing apparatus should be used by firefighters. 
 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  55  --  AACCCCII DDEENNTTAALL   RREELL EEAASSEE  MM EEAASSUURREESS  
  

Land Spill:  Vacuum, shovel or sweep up and place in containers for disposal in accordance with applicable local regulations. Avoid 
contamination of water bodies during clean up and disposal.  
Water Spill:  will cause localized contamination of surrounding waters depending on the quantity dissolved in these waters. At high 
concentrations some damage to local vegetation, fish and other aquatic life may be expected. 
 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  66  --  HHAANNDDLL II NNGG  AANNDD  SSTTOORRAAGGEE  
  

Storage Temperature: Ambient 
Storage Pressure: Atmospheric 
Special Sensitivity: None known 
General: No special handling precautions are required, but dry storage is recommended.  Store securely out of reach of any children.  Good 
housekeeping procedures should be followed to minimize dust generation and accumulation.  Do not contaminate water, food, or feed by 
storage or disposal. 
 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  77  --  EEXXPPOOSSUURREE  CCOONNTTRROOLL SS//PPEERRSSOONNAALL   PPRROOTTEECCTTII OONN  
 

Engineering Controls: Use local exhaust ventilation to keep airborne concentrations of dust below permissible exposure levels. 
Personal Protection: Dust mask or protective respirators, dust goggles, long-sleeved shirt, chemical resistant gloves, long pants, and 
socks/shoes are required. 
Occupational Exposure Limits: Particulate Not Otherwise Classified 

OSHA: PEL** 15 mg/m3 total dust and 5 mg/m3 respirable dust 
ACGIH: TLV** 10 mg/m3

 total dust 
 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  88  --  PPHHYYSSII CCAALL   AANNDD  CCHHEEMM II CCAALL   PPRROOPPEERRTTII EESS  
 

Appearance: Gray fiber Boiling Point: Not Applicable 
Viscosity: Not Applicable Melting Point:  Not Applicable 
Vapor Pressure: Negligible Flash Point: Not Applicable 
Solubility in Water: Not established   

 
  

SSEECCTTII OONN  99  --  SSTTAABBII LL II TTYY  AANNDD  RREEAACCTTII VVII TTYY  
  

General: TAP® PEST CONTROL INSULATION is a stable product. 
Incompatible Materials and Conditions to Avoid: None known. 
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Hazardous Decomposition: None 
 
 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  1100  --  TTOOXXII CCOOLL OOGGII CCAALL   II NNFFOORRMM AATTII OONN  
 

NOTE: TAP® PEST CONTROL INSULATION contains 12.5% boric acid and 87.5% recycled paper and/or inert ingredients. The boric 
acid data discussed in this section relates to 100% pure boric acid, borax, or other borates. 
INGESTION (ACUTE ORAL TOXICITY): LD50 of boric acid – 2,660 mg/kg of body weight (oral, rat). 
SKIN (ACUTE DERMAL TOXICITY): None known. 
INHALATION: Human epidemiological studies show no increase in pulmonary disease in occupational populations with chronic 
exposures to boric acid dust. 
CARCINOGENICITY: A Technical Report issued by the National Toxicology Program showed "no evidence of carcinogenicity" from a 
full 2-year bioassay on boric acid in mice at feed doses of 2500 and 5000 ppm in the diet. No mutagenic activity was observed for boric 
acid in a recent battery of four short-term mutagenicity assays. 
REPRODUCTIVE/DEVELOPMENTAL TOXICITY: Multiple high doses of boric acid to animals have shown a reduction or inhibition 
of sperm production, causing testicular atrophy, and, when given to pregnant animals during gestation, may cause developmental changes. 
These feed studies were conducted under chronic exposure conditions leading to doses many times in excess of those that could occur 
through inhalation of dust in occupational settings. 
 

 

SSEECCTTII OONN  1111  --  EECCOOLL OOGGII CCAALL   II NNFFOORRMM AATTII OONN  
 

ECOTOXICITY DATA: 
Phytotoxicity:  Although boron is an essential micronutrient for healthy growth of boron-sensitive plants, it can be harmful to plants in 
higher quantities. Plants and trees can easily be exposed by root absorption to toxic levels of boron in the form of water-soluble borate 
leached into nearby soil or waters. Care should be taken to minimize the amount of borate product released to the environment. 
Fish Toxicity: Boron naturally occurs in sea water at an average concentration of 5 mg B/liter. Boron concentrations in fresh surface waters 
are generally less than 1 mg B/L. 
 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  1122  --  DDII SSPPOOSSAALL   CCOONNSSII DDEERRAATTII OONNSS  
 

Disposal Guidance: Dispose of small quantities with other sanitary waste.  Refer to state and local regulations for applicable site-specific 
requirements.  Follow all applicable laws and regulations for pesticide disposal.  Never place any unused product down any indoor or 
outdoor drain. 
 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  1133  --  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  II NNFFOORRMM AATTII OONN  
  

DOT Hazardous Material Classification: not a U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Hazardous Material. 
DOT Hazardous Substance Classification: is not a DOT Hazardous Substance. 
 
 

SSEECCTTII OONN  1144  --  RREEGGUULL AATTOORRYY  II NNFFOORRMM AATTII OONN  
 

FIFRA:  TAP® PEST CONTROL INSULATION is registered with the EPA, in accordance with Section 3 of FIFRA, as a pesticide.  Refer 
to official EPA registered product label for additional product Hazard and Precautionary information. 
NTP Annual Report on Carcinogens: not listed. 
OSHA Carcinogen: not listed. 
California Proposition 65: not listed on any Proposition 65 lists of carcinogens or reproductive toxicants. 
 
 

OTHER INFORMATION 
Product Label Text Hazard Information: Refer to the official EPA product label for additional product Hazard and Precautionary 



 

5 of 5 
 

information. 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Classification: 
Health - 0, Flammability - 0, Reactivity 0 
Hazardous Materials Information Systems (HMIS): 
Red: (Flammability) - 0, Yellow: (Reactivity) - 0, Blue: (Acute Health) - 1* 
 
*Chronic Effects 
 
Information presented herein has been compiled from sources considered dependable and is accurate and reliable to the best of our knowledge and belief, 
but it is not guaranteed to be so. Nothing herein is to be construed as recommending any practice or any product in violation of any law or regulation. It is 
the user’s responsibility to determine the suitability of any material for a specific purpose and adopt necessary safety precautions. We make no warranty as 
to results to be obtained in using any material and, since conditions or use are not under our control, we must necessarily disclaim all liability with respect 
to use of any material supplied by us. 
 
Replaces all previous MSDS for TAP® Pest Control Insulation 
 
For more information and locations of various manufacturing licensees Pest Control Insulation Systems at: 866-284-7247 


